16          A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION

of the country through the medium of the family, and more
recently through village schools held in the open air
(Fig. 2). The higher education was largely carried on
in Brahmanic colleges, called parishads, and, as also in the
case of the elementary work, the teachers had to be Brah-
mans. Since all learning was preserved by tradition, the

FIG. 2.   A Hindu school in the open air, with the village schoolmaster
teaching boys to write on a strip of palm leaf with an iron stylus.
Reproduced from Amy Wilaon Carmiohaol's Thing* <t# They Are by permission of Fleming
H. RovoU Company.
>chief methods of instruction were always those of memoriz-
ing and imitation. Even the later texts were so written
.as to be easily committed, and the lines were sung aloud
by the pupils until they memorized them. Writing was
learned by imitating the teacher's copy on the sand with a
-stick, then on palm leaves with a stylus (Fig, 2), and
finally on plane leaves with ink.
Hence, among the Hindus education in the literary
sense was withheld from ninety-five per cent of the popu-
" lation, and, as far as it existed, consisted in a mere stuffing
of the memory.   It concerned itself but little with mental